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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
continued examination of Application 09/810,945 filed on June 24, 2008. 
The amendment contains new claims: 34-54. 
Claims 1-33 have been canceled. 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
24, 2008 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
I. Claims 34-51 , drawn to a system and method for conducting a transaction 
using checking information comprising receiving a transit routing number 
(TRN), receiving a service request message to perform a conversion 
operation, performing an exclusion check on the service request message 
based on a comparison of the TRN in the message against a list of 
excluded TRNs, make a determination and either forward or do not 
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forward the service request message to a drawee bank based on the 
determination of the exclusion check; classified in class 705, subclass 45. 
II. Claims 52-54, drawn to a method of performing a POS transaction using 
checking information comprising receiving magnetic ink character 
recognition (MICR) data, translating separators in the MICR data into 
alphanumeric characters at the POS, assembling a service request 
message to perform a conversion operation, sending the service request 
message to a service organization for further routing wherein the checking 
account information is received in MICR data format from the POS and is 
sent to a drawee bank computer at which the checking account number is 
parsed, performing exclusion checking without parsing MICR data, 
receiving a response to the request for conversion, returning the paper 
check to the customer, and determining a mode of settlement of the 
transaction; classified in class 705, subclass 45. 



Inventions I and II are directed to related processes. The related inventions are 
distinct if the (1 ) the inventions as claimed are either not capable of use together or can 
have a materially different design, mode of operation, function, or effect; (2) the 
inventions do not overlap in scope, i.e., are mutually exclusive; and (3) the inventions as 
claimed are not obvious variants. See MPEP § 806.05(j). In the instant case, the 
inventions as claimed can have a materially different design, mode of operation, 
function, or effect. Furthermore, the inventions as claimed do not encompass 
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overlapping subject matter and there is nothing of record to show them to be obvious 
variants. 

Group I requires a system and method for using a TRN to perform an exclusion 
check on a received service request message to perform a conversion operation and 
either forwarding or not forwarding the service request message based on a 
determination of the exclusion check. This system and method can be carried out 
without the limitations as cited in the claims associated with Group II. The limitations of 
Group I have a different mode of operation, a different function, and a different effect in 
terms of the method steps and output than is found in the claims associated with Group 
II and therefore is restrictable as being a distinct invention. 

Group II requires a method using MICR data wherein MICR separators are 
translated into alphanumeric characters, where a service request message is forwarded 
from a service organization such that a drawee bank parses the service request 
message for a checking account number, receiving a response and returning the check 
to the customer and wherein a settlement determination is made when sending data to 
the drawee bank. This method can be carried out without the limitations as cited in the 
claims associated with Group I. The limitations of Group II have a different mode of 
operation, a different function, and a different effect in terms of the method steps and 
output than is found in the claims associated with Group I and therefore is restrictable 
as being a distinct invention. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed invention for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the invention that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all 
claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a 
claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
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the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined though the requirement be traversed 
(37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, 
the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48 (b) if one or more of 
the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in 
the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition 
under 37 CFR 1 .48 (b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17 (i). 

Response to Arguments 

Examiner acknowledges the arguments received with the amendment and RCE 
filed on June 24, 2008 regarding the new claims. However, due to the 
election/restriction requirement as set forth below, the arguments will be addressed 
following a response to the election/restriction requirement. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached at 571-272-6702. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov> . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jennifer Liversedge/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3692 



